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A BYPASS, education 
provision and more 
sports pitches are among 
the needs that South 
Northamptonshire Council 
is pushing for developers 
to treat as priorities when 
they submit their planning 
applications for the south 
of Towcester later this year.

The proposals from 
developers Persimmon & 
Bloor and Tenscentral include 
plans to build between 3,000 
(Persimmon & Bloor) and 5,000 
(Tenscentral) homes. 

The West Northamptonshire 
Development Corporation 
(WNDC) and the Council 

will determine the plans 
and both are keen to make 
sure that the developers 
consider vital infrastructure 
for the community.

The Council is producing  
a Joint Core Strategy, which is 
part of the Local Development 
Framework, to set out our 
forward plan for the area and 
make sure that any development 
in Towcester will secure the 
benefits the town will need. 

Imperative
Councillor John Townsend, 

portfolio holder for planning, 
said: “It is imperative that 
any growth in Towcester is 

matched by all the necessary 
infrastructure, including 
a bypass, public transport, 
affordable housing, education, 
health, community facilities, 

playing pitches, cycleways and 
green spaces. 

Consultation
This is something that came 

through very strongly when we 
asked residents what they wanted 
for Towcester during the major 
consultation exercise last March 
for the Towcester Vision.”

In the run-up to the 
submission of the planning 
applications, the developers 
are planning to hold a series of 
consultation events for the local 
community to get views on 
their proposals and what they 
see as the key components of 
the development.

Sporting 
sponsors
Richard Irlam, 
of Michael 
Graham Estate 
Agents, presents 
a cheque for 
£10,000 to Liz 
Capurro, chair 
of Towcestrians 
RFC Minis and 
Juniors. On the 
left is Barry Clark, 
coach and former 
Northampton 
Saints, and 
on the right 
is U15 coach 
Dave Elkington, 
former Saints 
and England 
B scrum half.

See 
‘Sponsorship for 
Towcestrians’, 
page 7.

Council works with developers 
as Towcester is set to expand

“”
It is imperative 
that any growth 
in Towcester is 
matched by all 
the necessary 

infrastructure . . .
Cllr John Townsend
portfolio holder for planning
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Top award for 
safety project
THE Council’s environmental 
health team has received a 
special accolade for a health 
and safety project driven 
by a partnership of 74 local 
councils and the Health and 
Safety Executive.

The Partnership Innovation 
Award was presented for a 
project to encourage builders’ 
merchants to improve their 
health and safety.

The Council, as a member 
of the partnership, took 
part in the project over the 
last 18 months to target 
small and medium-sized 
builders’ merchants in South 
Northamptonshire. 

Builders’ merchants have 
a high rate of accidents, ill-
health and complaints. The 
project aimed to reduce 
these risks by offering 
companies the chance to 
attend Safety, Health and 
Awareness Days providing 
information, advice and 
practical guidance on laws 
around health and safety.

Larger builders’ merchants 
were offered a safety 
management audit to identify 
particular risks.

Pubs fall foul of 
licensing rules
AFTER a review of two pub 
licences in Towcester, the 
licensing committee at the 
Council suspended the 
licence of The Peacock 
in Watling Street for two 
weeks after complaints 
of noise, and reduced the 
opening hours of The Bull 
on Brackley Road after 
problems with antisocial 
behaviour late at night.

The Bull has had 
conditions attached to 
its licence, although the 
sub-committee expressed 
their appreciation for the 
responsible attitude the 
owner, Churchill Taverns, had 
shown and its co-operation 
with the police since the 
problems had been identified.

The conditions mean 
that the pub must join the 
Pubwatch scheme and 
reduce its opening hours 
to midnight every night – it 
used to be allowed to open 
until 2am on weekends. 

Live and recorded music 
can now only be played until 
11.45pm.

in brief

OF the total Council Tax bill 
for the district, about 11 per 
cent is used to pay for the 
services provided by South 
Northamptonshire Council. 

Our share of the Council 
Tax is £150.31 for a Band D 
property, an increase of £7.01 
(14p per week). This is nearly  
£2 below the national average.

Requirements
The total annual Council Tax 

bill for householders for 2007/8 
will not be calculated until we 
have received information from 
Northamptonshire County 
Council, local town and parish 
councils and Northamptonshire 
Police Authority on their tax 
requirements for next year. 
Householders should get their 
bills by March 17.

Councillors have 
recommended a budget of  
£10.1 million for 2007/8, up 
£463,000 from last year. 

The budget provides for 
£200,000 additional funding 
to maintain the concessionary 
fares scheme for over-60s and 
people with disabilities, £55,000 
to improve recycling figures 
through the expanded door-to-
door and twin-bin recycling 
schemes and £34,000 to 
implement and monitor the new 
smoke-free legislation which 

will come into force on July 1.
Councillor Martin Wilson, 

portfolio holder for resources, 
said: “The success of projects 
like the concessionary fares 
scheme and the expansion of 
the twin-bin and door-to-door 
schemes to increase recycling 
have meant we need to continue 
investing to maintain and 
improve these services and 

other services that we have set 
as our priorities for this year. 

“Just 11 per cent of the 
total bill, an average of 
£150.31 per household, goes 
to pay for the services that 
we provide, including refuse 
collection, keeping the streets 
clean, and providing leisure 
services, and I think that is 
good value for money.”

Smoke-free 
support for 
businesses
SOUTH Northamptonshire 
Council will be supporting 
all businesses in going smoke-
free, when new laws come into 
force on July 1.

This will mean an end 
to smoking in enclosed 
workplaces and vehicles.

The new regulations will 
apply to all work places, 
including:
● Offices 
● Factories
● Warehouses 
● Pubs 
● Private members’ clubs
● Taxis
● Hotels
● All other enclosed or 
substantially enclosed places 
of work.

The Council is calling on 
firms to start planning now 
and the health protection team 
is writing to all businesses 
with information on going 
smoke-free. 

Officers from the Council 
may inspect businesses 

once the new regulations 
come into effect. 

There is a range of penalties 
for firms who do not comply 
with the new legislation, which 
include fixed penalties of up to 
£200 for failing to display no-
smoking signs and court fines 
of up to £2,500 for allowing 
smoking in smoke-free places.

A Safety and Health 

Awareness Day will be held 
at the Council offices in 
Towcester on March 30, to 
give further information 
on the new laws. 

This will also provide an 
opportunity for planning 
and licensing issues on the 
provision of external smoking 
shelters to be discussed.
● For more information 

on the new smoke-free 
regulations, the health 
protection team can be 
contacted on 01327 322281, 
email health.protection@ 
southnorthants.gov.uk.  
More information about the 
smoke-free regulations is 
available from the NHS  
at www.smokefreeengland.
co.uk.

Charles James, landlord of The Red Lion at Evenley, received a diamond smoke-free award 
after becoming the second pub in the district to completely ban smoking on its premises.

Our share of Council Tax bill 
below the national average

SOUTH Northamptonshire Council has signed 
up for a second year to an innovative British 
Gas-funded scheme aimed at encouraging 
homeowners to become more energy efficient.

The Council’s sign-on to the scheme means 
that many householders in the area could be 
eligible for £50 off their Council Tax bill, paid 
for by British Gas. 

To qualify for this year’s rebate, you must 
get British Gas to install cavity wall insulation 

or loft insulation in your home. You do not 
need to be a British Gas customer to apply. 

There is an initial investment of at 
least £175 to get the insulation installed 
(discounted from £430) which can be spread 
over two years, but average annual savings on 
energy bills are around £110.
● If you are interested in the scheme and 
would like more information, contact 0845 
971 7731 quoting reference SNCT.

Go green with cashback scheme



Do your bit and 
compost waste!
THERE has never been 
a better time to start 
composting at home and now 
you can get a home compost 
bin from as little as £7.

It is easy to compost your 
kitchen waste, cardboard 
and garden waste and then 
you have lovely compost to 
use on your own garden! 

You might ask why you 
need to compost organic 
waste when it breaks down 
in landfill anyway. 

In reality, organic waste 
sent to landfill is unable 
to decompose properly 
because, squashed under all 
the other waste, it doesn’t 
receive any air. Rather than 
compost, this produces 
greenhouse gases which 
contribute to global warming. 

So, when you compost 
at home you are not only 
getting free compost, you 
are also doing your bit to 
stop global warming too!

The Council has teamed up 
with a Government-funded 
scheme to encourage people 
to compost more to reduce 
the amount of organic 
waste that goes to landfill by 
offering compost bins at a 
fraction of the normal price. 

There are three sizes of 
bin – the 220-litre is £8, 
the 330-litre £10 and the 
modular Komp 250-litre bin 
is £20. They all come with 
free delivery and if you order 
online there is a further  
£1 off your total order.
● Order your bin online 
at www.recyclenow.com/
compost or call 0845 077 
0757 for a leaflet.

in brief
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AN important change to the 
concessionary travel scheme 
for residents within South 
Northamptonshire, took place  
on February 1.

Residents who hold a bus pass (over-
60s and people with disabilities) are now 
entitled to free bus travel throughout South 
Northamptonshire between 9.30am and 
11pm, Mondays to Fridays, rather than 
all day which was offered by the previous 
scheme. Travel will still be free all day 
Saturdays, Sundays and bank holidays. 

Bus pass-holders will also still be able to 
travel for free to Northampton, Daventry 
and Wellingborough and across the county 

boundary to Oxford, Banbury and Milton 
Keynes. They can also travel at any time 
for £1 per bus journey to anywhere else 
in Northamptonshire and to some towns 
outside the county, including Milton 
Keynes and Banbury.

Popular
Councillor Mary Clarke, portfolio holder 

for transport, said: “During 2006, we put 
an extra £100,000 into the budget to allow 
travel within and outside the district at any 
time. However, the scheme has proved to be 
so popular that a further £200,000 has been 
needed to cope with the increased demand.” 

In order to claim your entitlement, you 

will need to show your concessionary 
travel pass to the bus driver when you are 
boarding, and keep the ticket that the driver 
will issue to you. 

Since the Council introduced the 
statutory concessionary bus travel 
scheme in April 2006, it has been 
extremely successful. More than 
7,000 people now hold concessionary 
passes, which is an increase of about 
40 per cent from April 2006.
● For more details on how to obtain  
your concessionary travel pass, please 
ring South Northamptonshire Council  
on 0845 230 0226, or log on to 
www.southnorthants.gov.uk.

ARE you having a clearout? Do 
you have unwanted furniture or 
other household items in good 
condition that someone else 
could make use of? 

If the answer is yes, then  
there are lots of different  
options for getting rid of things 
without them ending up in  
a landfill site.
● There are a number of 
furniture reuse charities and 
charity shops which collect 
good quality furniture free 

of charge from households 
all over the county.
● Household Waste 
Recycling Centres are run 
by Northamptonshire County 
Council. Householders can 
bring a variety of domestic items 
along which are then resold 
on site. For more information 
contact the County Council 
on 01604 237440 or visit www.
northamptonshire.gov.uk 
● Freecycle is an internet- 
based service allowing you  

to advertise unwanted items  
you no longer need. Go to  
www.freecycle.org to join your 
local group.
● You can advertise things 
for sale either in the classified 
section of the local paper, at 
car boot sales or even internet 
auction sites such as www.ebay.
co.uk – remember, one man’s 
junk is another man’s treasure!
● You can take furniture, toys 
and bric-a-brac to Farthinghoe 
Recycling & Reuse Centre on 

the A422 between Middleton 
Cheney and Farthinghoe, where 
it will be sold for reuse. Make 
sure that items are good enough 
for someone else to make use of. 
For more information contact 
the centre on 01295 713782.
● For a leaflet with more 
details about these options, 
including the contact details 
of the charities that offer free 
collections, please contact 
Environmental Services on 
0845 230 0226.

IN October, the Council expanded its Door to Door and Twin 
Bin Recycling schemes to almost 100 per cent of the district, 
helping thousands more households to recycle their glass bottles, 
paper, cans, plastic bottles, cardboard and green waste. 

Since October, the extra 55 villages that joined the scheme have 

collected 678 tonnes of green waste, 235 tonnes of paper, 150 
tonnes of glass and 64 tonnes of cans and plastic bottles. 

This means that in just the first three months, the new members 
of the schemes recycled or composted 46 per cent of their waste!

This is in addition to the waste that has been recycled or 
composted from two thirds of households already on the scheme. 
Thanks to residents’ hard work, the amount of recyclable material 
the Council collects has risen dramatically in the last few years, 
shown clearly by this graph – and now all of those materials are 
being put to good use rather than buried. 
● If you are unsure how to take part in these schemes, contact 
us on 0845 230 0226 or log on to www.southnorthants.gov.uk 
and look on the environment and planning pages. 

Major change to district’s 
free bus travel concession

Recycling goes up thanks to new schemes

Making use of unwanted items

Workers sorting recycling at the Milton Keynes site where 
the district’s recycling is taken.
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Performance Indicator 

South 
Northants 

2004/5

South 
Northants 

2005/6

South 
Northants 
estimated

2006/7

South 
Northants 

target 
2006/7 

National 
Best District 
Performance 

2005/6

Family Best 
Performance 

2005/6

SNC 25b:  Net cost per swim/visit £0.83 £0.90 £0.92 £0.88 — —

BVPI 106:  Percentage of new homes built on previously developed land 47.10% 65.00% 75.0.0% 45.00% 96.47% 66.69%

BVPI 109a:  Percentage of all major planning applications determined within 13 weeks 72.40% 71.40% 60.00% 60.00%  74.90% 68.50%

BVPI 109b: Percentage of all minor planning applications determined within eight weeks 77.80% 67.70% 70.00% 70.00% 81.07% 75.41%

BVPI109c:  Percentage of all other planning applications determined within eight weeks 88.60% 87.00% 86.00% 85.00% 91.39% 87.22%

BVPI 82a:  Total percentage of household waste recycled 10.10% 12.86% 15.80% 13.00% 20.87% 21.40%

BVPI 82b:  Total percentage of household waste composted 17.80% 21.05% 24.50% 25.00% 13.05% 23.25%

BVPI 84:  Number of kilograms of household waste collected per head 460.00kg 438.10kg 460.00kg 490.00kg 393.60kg 405.10kg

 Number of kilograms of household waste sent to landfill per head 332.00.kg 287.00kg 277.00kg — — —

BVPI 86:  Net cost of waste collection per household £59.20 £68.35 £74.18 £76.38 £39.48 £44.78

BVPI 91:   Percentage of households resident in the authority’s area served by kerbside collection  
of recyclables 

61.72% 75.64% 97.80% 87.00% 100.00% 100.00%

SNC 18:  Average time taken to remove flytips (calendar days) 2.23 1.78 1.23 2.00 — —

BVPI 126:  Domestic burglaries per 1,000 households 9.00 8.80 7.20 7.00 6.40 6.06

BVPI 128:  Vehicle crimes per 1,000 population 8.20 6.28 7.40 5.50 7.30 6.22

BVPI 166a:  Environmental Health: score against a checklist of best practice 74.20% 74.20% 94.00% 94.00% 100.00% 99.00%

Note: There will be a slight change to the figures published in our Performance Plan 2007 following audit.


