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£3 million boost for 
affordable housing
We secured more than £3 
million from the Housing 
Corporation to build almost 
100 affordable homes across 
the district. 

The homes will be available 
to people on our housing 
waiting list. They will be 
built on new developments 
in Brackley, Grange Park 
and Deanshanger. 

The funding was secured 
in response to bids made in 
partnership with housing 
associations to the Housing 
Corporation and is part of  
a national strategy to deliver 
47,000 affordable homes 
across the country.

New chairman
takes over
Councillor Rebecca 
Breese took over the chain of 
office as the new Chairman 

of the Council. The role is to 
act as a civic figurehead and 
ambassador for the Council 
and the district of South 
Northamptonshire.

Councillor Breese 
represents the Council at 
civic events and ceremonies 
across the district, county 
and further afield, actively 
promoting the welfare of our 
local residents, businesses 
and communities.

Each year a variety of 
fundraising events are held 
with the proceeds being 
donated to the charities 
chosen by the chairman. 

This year Councillor 
Breese has chosen to support 
Macmillan Cancer Support.

Open art exhibition 
into its fourth year 
We supported the South 
Northamptonshire Selected 
Open Art Exhibition 
which was showcased at 
the Michael Heseltine 

Gallery at Chenderit School 
in Middleton Cheney. 

This gave local artists the 
opportunity to display and put 
up for sale a diverse selection 
of artwork. 

Renowned artist Linda 
Sgoluppi invited residents 
to view her new Forest 
Series – three abstract 
works inspired by Salcey 
Forest, Everdon and 
Harlestone woodlands. 

Grant funding was also 

given to the gallery for the 
installation of air conditioning.

Back to nature with 
Dawn Chorus walks
Two special health walks 
were organised by the 
Council as part of the BBC’s 
Breathing Places Campaign 
which encourages people 
to engage with nature. 

Walks took place at Salcey 

Forest and Hazelborough 
Wood on International Dawn 
Chorus Day. It was a great 
opportunity for residents to 
hear the dawn chorus, connect 
with wildlife and get fit at the 
same time! didyouknow...

. . . you can buy 
biodegradable poop  

scoop bags from us for  
just £2.50 for 100 from  
our Springfields offices. 
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Cllr Graham Smith hands over to Cllr Rebecca Breese.

Five Heartbeat 
awards presented
Five food premises were 
presented with a Heartbeat 
Award by the Chairman of the 
Council, Councillor Graham 
Smith and Councillor Sandi 
Smallman, portfolio holder 
for healthier communities, in 
recognition of their healthy 
attitude to food. 

The Heartbeat Award 
is given to caterers who 

consistently demonstrate 
extremely high standards of 
hygiene, provide healthy food 
options and make sure the 
premises comply with smoke-

free legislation. There are now 
20 Heartbeat award-holders 
in South Northamptonshire, 
including a number of schools 
and nurseries. 

Easter break sees 
sports camp launch
We launched our first spring 
holiday sports camp and 
activities programme during 
the Easter break. Athletics, 
basketball, cricket, cycling, golf 
and rugby were on offer to 
children aged five to 16 years. 
All activities were delivered by 
qualified coaches from clubs and 
governing bodies of sport or our 
own Community Sports Coach.

Young people have 
chance to air views
We joined forces with 
Brackley Police to organise 
an event in Brackley which 
showed young people in the 
town what’s on offer for them 
and to give them a chance to 
have their say on what they 

think is important. Supported 
by Northamptonshire County 
Council youth service and 
Northamptonshire Sport, the 
event showcased a number of 
organisations which provide 
activities and events for young 
people locally and promote 
opportunities for young 
people to get involved. There 
were also representatives 
from the Council and police 
who gathered views from 
young people about what 
they thought should be 
priorities for local authorities 
and organisations. didyouknow...

. . . we inspect more than 
500 food premises every 

year? You can check 
out the hygiene scores 
of your local eateries 
by logging on to www.
northantsfoodsafety.

co.uk. 

Heartbeat Award winner with Cllr Graham Smith 
and Cllr Sandi Smallman.
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Giant Hogweed 
found in Brackley
Our Environment 
Protection team investigated 
a complaint in Brackley 
regarding the presence of 
an invasive plant known 
as Giant Hogweed.

The plant, which was 
found on the banks of 
the river Great Ouse, 
can be easily identified 
as it can grow up to five 
metres tall, has a large 
umbrella-like flower 
head with white flowers 
and a green or brown 
stem with dark red/
purple spots or blotches. 

We distributed leaflets 
to residents, informing 
them of the presence of 
Giant Hogweed and its 

dangers, as well as notifying 
doctors and medical centres. 
Residents were urged to seek 
medical attention if they 
had touched the plant, as it 
can cause severe blistering 
and scarring to the skin. 

New masterplan 
for Towcester
The future of Towcester took 
another step forward with a 
new masterplan proposed for 

the town, which will cover the 
next 10 to 15 years. 

We appointed planning 
and design consultant Urban 
Initiatives to produce the plan 
for the town, which builds on 
the ideas of the initial Vision 
for Towcester document 
that was published in 2006.

The aim of the masterplan is 
to help encourage investment 
to secure the future well-
being of the town. It will 
also provide a framework for 
the town, bringing together 
major plans that are being 
prepared for the historic Moat 
Lane and the expansion of 
Towcester – previously known 
as Towcester Vale.

Consultation on  
new dog laws
Residents were given 
the chance to comment on 
whether the Council should 
adopt new laws which would 
apply to dog owners. 

The consultation was to 
determine whether dog 
owners will need to clean up 
when a dog has fouled; keep 
dogs on a lead in some areas; 
keep dogs out of some areas; 
or put a dog on a lead by 
direction (when asked). 
l Visit www.southnorthants.

gov.uk or email 
dogcontrolorders@
southnorthants.gov.uk  
for further updates.
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Health walk boost  
for heart charity
A total of 25 people took 
part in a charity health walk 
supported by the Council, 
which was held in Towcester 
to raise money for the British 
Heart Foundation. 

This was part of the 
Get Northamptonshire 
Walking week, a series of 
eight health walks in eight 
days across the county. 

Successful launch of 
disability sports club
The South Northants 
Disability Sports Club 
(SNDSC) was successfully 
launched at the Towcester 
Centre for Leisure.

Tony Reddish, representing 
East Midlands English 
Federation of Disability 
Sport, gave a talk about 
his experiences of being 
a disabled athlete before 
the Vice-Chairman of 
the Council, Councillor 
David Aaronson, officially 
declared the club open.

A number of activities 

were available on the day, 
from martial arts to football, 
allowing those who were 
interested to get a taster of 
what the club offers.

The club welcomes both 
adults and children with 
disabilities. 
l For further information, 

please contact Colin Hull, 
Sports Development Officer, 
on 01327 322337. 

Health and safety 
advice to nurseries
Our Health Protection team 

held a Health and Safety 
forum this month, giving 
advice to nurseries across  
the district. 

Karen Young, Senior 
Environmental Health Officer, 
attempted to get rid of some 
of the myths that exist by 
holding a presentation on 

current health and safety 
issues. Alison Blunden from 
Northamptonshire County 
Council Trading Standards 
also delivered a presentation 
on a local study of the safety 
of toys and play equipment. 

The initiative is one of 
several that the Health 
Protection Team planned for 
the year, to provide advice to 
our businesses on health and 
safety law and good practice.
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didyouknow...

. . . thirty minutes’ exercise 
three times a week can 

make a huge difference to 
your health and well-being? 
See www.southnorthants.

gov.uk for updates on 
activity opportunities.

www.southnorthants.gov.uk

Environmental Health Officers Bob Dellar and  
Harriet Smith with the Giant Hogweed.

Vice-Chairman, Cllr David Aaronson, officially declared the disability sports club open.

didyouknow...
. . . according to the Office 

of National Statistics, 
over the period from 

2001 to 2007, our district 
has seen a 14 per cent 
growth in population 

from 79,500 to 90,300.

Environmental Protection  
Officer Helen Hunt with Scooby.
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